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THE STYLISTIC ANALYSIS OF «THE MAN WITH THE SCAR” BY 

WILLIAM SOMERSET MAUGHAM 

 

The story our group has chosen is called “The man with the scar", and it was 
written by William Somerset Maugham. He is one of the most prominent and widely 

read English writers. The realistic beginning of his works is emphasized by the author’s 

truthful depiction of reality. The characters in his stories were real people. Maugham 

used to change real names to names that mean something and which can characterize 
people in his stories. The peculiarity of Maugham's stories is the combination of the 

acute plot with psychological logic. 

The story “The man with the scar" is about the former general, who could 
become a minister, but he was just a seller of thickets with the big, broad and red scar 

on his face.  The narrator of the story, who is left unnamed, once asked his companion 

why the man had the scar, and his companion told him this man’s story. It turned out 

that the man was sentenced to death, because he had tried to start a revolution. Before 
the execution he had asked to say goodbye to his wife for his last wish. When he met 

his wife, he stabbed her in the neck and killed her. When the man was asked why he 

had done it the man asked that it had been done in the love of his wife. The general 
considered that the gesture was noble and he saved the man from execution. The author 

asked about the scar one more time, because he hadn’t got an answer and his 

companion said that the scar had been due to a bottle of the champaign that had burst 

when he had been opening it.   
The story “The man with the scar" is a short narrative story, but it’s pretty 

colorful. The mood at the beginning of the story is intriguing, because the author starts 

his story by drawing the readers’ attention to the scar and implying that what stands 
behind the scar might be a very unusual story. But the end of the story turns out to be 

somewhat ironic and unexpected.  

First published in William Somerset Maugham’s Collected Short Stories 

omnibus the story was a great success from the very beginning. The story is told in the 
first person, singular by an unnamed narrator, who, as we might suspect, is the author 

himself. Only after reading the story the reader realizes that William Somerset 

Maugham wanted us to explore and think over the new borders of the theme “curiosity” 
and its impact on people's lives.  

There are 4 characters in this story. They are the narrator, his companion, the 

man’s wife and the general. The protagonist of the story is the man with the scare. The 

protagonist adds the vibes of brightness to the story. The man has a round, fat and 



good-humored face with small and undistinguished features. His body is corpulent and 

he always wears a shabby grey suit, a khaki shirt and a battered sombrero. Maugham 

also mentions that the man is powerful and his height is more than common. In the 
story, there is described also the man’s wife’s appearance. She is described as a young 

woman, she is hardly more than a girl. She is a slim creature, with little regular features 

and enormous eyes. She wears black with a veil over her hair, and her face is described 

as dead white. She looks beautiful with agony on her face. There are no descriptions of 
others. The author considered that it wasn’t vital to write about other characters’ 

appearances.  

The main form of representation in the story is dialogues between the author and 
his companion. 

The action takes place in the 20th century in the Palace Hotel in Guatemala City, 

but the story is mainly set in Nicaragua. The twenties of the twentieth century were a 

difficult time in the history of Nicaragua. In 1925, a mutiny broke out there, which a 
year later became a civil war. 

This work is based on real events, so there is no symbolism in the story. The 

main symbol of the story is the scar. Scars on the face are marks that indicate external 
events or internal problems and violations of a person, in a certain period, that have left 

an indelible imprint and memory on the life of this person. The man has big setbacks: 

he can’t upset the government; he kills his wife and after all, he becomes a seller of 

lottery tickets. The author mentions that he hasn’t ever seen someone buy a ticket from 
the man. The fact that the General also kills his wife may seem shocking to some 

readers. However, William Somerset Maugham may be highlighting the fact that the 

General wanted to remain with his wife after his death and as such killed her through 
love. 

That is why William Somerset Maugham had chosen the title “The man with the 

scar" for this story - to describe a man’s terrible life and severe destiny. 

The story contains many stylistic devices and extraordinary expressive means 
like metaphors (cocktail time), epithets (broad and red, a great crescent; 

undistinguished features; artless expression), simile (with almost grotesque movements, 

as though they were puppets in a toy theatre), hyperbole (he had lost more matches 
than a reasonable man could use in a lifetime). Stylistic techniques in the text are aimed 

at showing the author's vision of the surrounding reality. 

Our group liked this story. It's pretty fast and easy to read and also has a gripping 

storyline. 


