
Группа 21а11и 
Московский государственный областной университет (МГОУ) 

 

Научный руководитель: Дмитриева О.П. 

к.филол.н., ст. преп. кафедры переводоведения 

и когнитивной лингвистики, 

Московский государственный областной университет (МГОУ) 

 

 

SHORT STORY ANALYZED: «FATE» BY SAKI (H.H. MUNRO) 

 

The story we have chosen to interpret is called "Fate", and it was written by H.H. 

Munro. He was born on the18th of December 1870. H.H. Munro is known to write under 

the pseudonym Saki. His stories are similar to stories of O. Henry in plot and style – they 

are soaked with grotesque and exquisite humor.  

"Fate" is the story about Rex Dillot. Rex would work everywhere, but get little 

money for the work. There is one thing that worsens Rex’s pitiful position - Rex is a 

gambler. Every day and night Rex would wander through the city, looking for an easy 

income. One of his ways of getting money is through bets, and not all of them are legal. 

And one day when Rex is about to be caught red-handed, he, in order not to disgrace 

himself, decides to set fire to one lady's room and act as a hero, pretending to be the first 

to notice the fire and save the day.  

The story "Fate" is a short narrative story with elements of drama and tragedy. 

The main theme of the story is the problem of aspirations. Rex plans on cleaning 

the loft out in the next boarding house he lives in. It is as though Rex believes that by 

doing so, he is also advancing himself in life and getting nearer to the class. But anyway, 

Rex is simply a pitiful man who is down on his luck and would prefer to have some 

consistency in his life. From the very beginning of the story, the author using various 

hints persuades the readers that in the end, something will change, but actually, it doesn’t. 

The mood of the story is rather depressive. This can dee distinguished quite well 

especially at the moments when the main character hears the clock strike in the house, 

and these beats resound in his head, like a signal that his time is out. Moreover, not once 

the author shows the readers that Rex is dependent on others and the only thing that is left 

– is to feel sorry for such a man. 

The narrator of the story is the author himself. He tells us the story looking back at 

past events, from the 3rd person singular. With this type of presentation, the author gets 

the reader involved in the events of the story, making us the silent observers of the event 

long passed.  

The events of the story take place in1910, in England. It was not a very prosperous 

time for the country. Actually, unemployment and lawlessness were flourishing. Together 

with the severe political turbulence, it made the life of ordinary people very difficult. 

The main scene is set in the billiard room, which, we might say, is rather symbolic. 

The billiard room is a special room where people place bets on which their fate depends. 

You might either win or lose everything in this room. And it is exactly what happens to 

Rex, our main character. 

The form of the whole story is a dialog between 2 characters. They are Rex Dillot 

and Mrs. Thundleford. Both can be called the main characters, or it’s better to say – the 

protagonist and the antagonist in some way. 



Rex Dillot, according to the author's description, was nearly twenty-four, almost 

good-looking, and quite penniless. He always counts on everyone but himself. Rex earns 

his living by playing billiards for money. Rex as a boy's name is pronounced reks. It is of 

Latin origin, and the meaning of Rex is "king". But this person never behaves like one 

and that is the bitter irony. 

Mrs. Thundleford is an interesting person. She's not interested in billiards. She said 

that she couldn’t see what particular amusement they find in watching two men prodding 

little ivory balls about on a table. She is more interested in poetry and art.  The reader 

figures it out when she starts making a lot of explanatory remarks about Venetian art and 

architecture, on the same lines as my remarks last night on the Florentine galleries. She 

also knows poetry and even reads verses of her. 

The name of Mrs. Thundleford is also very cleverly chosen. The word “thunder” 

in her surname is the first thing the reader sees and part of her surname lefort. It creates 

the image of a pleasant, easy-going, and responsible though temperamental person. 

Others can, at times, take advantage of such woman as Mrs. Thundleford, for she seems 

like easy prey. This is what Rex does when sets her room on fire and then acting as a 

hero, saving her. 

The relationships between the 2 characters are quite sharp but very polite at the 

same time. 

The main symbol of the story is the lamp or the lamp-light. It is connected to the 

headline and the theme of the story. This lamp and its light incarnate the light of hope for 

Rex. Very warm and pleasant light. We live and see the sun in the morning. We see our 

first light and follow that light into a new day. People often say that this light is called 

fate to which every person flies like a moth on the flame. Fate is unavoidable, and the 

light can burn you severely if handled carelessly. 

The story ends with the phrase "when one is rushing about with a blazing woman 

in one's arms one can't stop to think out exactly where one is going to put her." And this 

is the message of the story, the author wants the reader to understand – everyone chooses 

their fate. At the end of the day, it is always many stylistic devices and extraordinary 

expressive means. We can find in the story profusion of metaphors (last button, little ivory 

balls, demon) or epithets (white, safe, cadaverous-looking). The story is filled with 

antonomasia (Rex Dillot, Mrs. Thundleford). Also, we can find in the text the 

personification (the balls seemed possessed by a demon of contrariness). 

These stylistic devices draw our attention to the plot and make us read the story till 

the very end if we have started reading it.  

Our group liked the story very much. We like the unique style of writing of the 

author. Reading this story we realize the significant message of the author -  Rex preferred 

to take the easiest option available. But shortcuts are the proverbial highway of good 

intentions, leading everybody knows where. Moreover, gambling even though you don’t 

have the money to cover your losses is the most stupid idea one might come up with. In 

our opinion, the author wants to draw our attention to the fact that there are some in life 

who are prepared to take risks that are unnecessary to improve their position in life. 

Our group recommends this author for reading if you like works with a witty plot. 

 

 


