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SHORT STORIES ANALYZED: “THE STORY OF AN HOUR” BY KATE 

CHOPIN 

 

 The story is called "The Story of an Hour", and it was written by Kate Chopin 

in 1894 and was published in Vogue in the same year.  

Kate Chopin was American writer of short stories and novels and one of the 

first American feminist authors in the 20th century. She wrote about women’s rights 

which weren’t as prominent as they are today. 

"The Story of an Hour" tells us about Mrs. Mallard’s feelings after she has 

learned from her sister Josephine that Mr. Mallard has died in the railroad disaster. 

Louise reacted with immediate grief and went away to her room where Louise came 

to the realization that husband’s death brought her freedom. After Mrs. Mallard left 

her room and saw her husband was coming home. Because of the shock Mrs. Mallard 

died and the doctors diagnosed her death as heart disease or “the joy that kills”. 

The author tells us about the reality of being wife in the 20th century and the 

whole spectrum of woman’s emotions getting through her husband’s death. The 

author also shows us that women can live for herself only after the death of her 

husband. 

“The Story of an Hour” is short drama story. 

In our opinion the main theme of the story is the problem of relationships 

between men and women in marriage. The following theme is adultery, relations and 

freedom.  

 The mood of the story is very ironical. The author shows us that marriage 

doesn’t bring the freedom. Moreover, marriage makes people neglect their own 

private will to make their spouse happier. 

 The narrator of the story is an author herself and it gives us an opportunity not 

to adopt a point of author’s view and lets readers to have their own opinion. She tells 

us the story looking back at her own past. This story was written after her husband’s 

death, which occurred in 1882. From the very beginning of the story the author 

makes us sure that one of the main problems of this story is getting through the death. 

Talking about the scene set, it takes place in Missouri |mɪˈzʊərɪ|, Saint Louise, 

U.S in 20th century.  

The characters are Mrs. Mallard or Louise, Josephine, Richards and Mr. 

Mallard. The protagonist is Mrs. Mallard, whose name Louise means “famous 

warrior”. She is young woman who is unhappy in relationship with her husband. 



 The story begins by the phrase “knowing that Mrs. Mallard was afflicted with a 

heart trouble…”. 

 In our opinion the maim symbol of the story is heart.  

 The story ends by the phrase “of joy that kills”. 

 We liked this story very much, because The author uses much of stylistic 

devices or some extraordinary expressive means. We can find in the story profusion 

of metaphors and ‘epithets. The story is filled with such stylistic devices like 

personifications, allegory, irony, phonetic pun, framing. The climax started from the 

moment when Mrs. Mallard died . 

 This stylistics devices draw our attention to the plot and make us read the story 

till the very end if we have started reading it. 

 We liked the story very much. We like the unique style of writing of Kate 

Chopin. She had been a very extraordinary author with unusual personality.  

After reading this story we know that the narrator wants to show us the hidden 

side of the marriage, we can understand that marrieds impose their will on each other. 

 This story makes us think over moral principles of the society. 

 In our opinion the author wants to draw our attention to the fact that marriage 

isn’t a collection of the rules, the marrieds should respect the freedom and wishes of 

each other. 

 


